To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ha  r dings  to  n e 

Rural  District  Council. 


JANUARY,  1908. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1907,  with  the  usual  Tables.  In  estimating 
the  population  of  the  district,  I have  assumed  it  to  be  stationary.  A few  cottages  have  been 
built  by  the  Marquis  of  Northampton,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  district  no  building  operations 
have  been  in  progress,  so  that  probably  these  will  hardly  counterbalance  the  deficit  that  has 
been  revealed  to  be  proceeding  by  the  last  census. 

The  total  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  159— though  this  is  only  three  less  than 
last  year,  it  is  the  lowest  number  of  births  during  the  last  ten  years,  giving  a ratio  per  1,000 
of  20-3.  The  average  ratio  for  the  last  ten  years  is  22’6,  the  highest  being  25'7  in  1903. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  16,  giving  a ratio 
per  1,000  births  registered  of  nearly  100.  This  is  not  so  high  a mortality  as  last  year,  when 
there  were  21  deaths  with  a ratio  of  129,  and  it  is  the  exact  mean  mortality  for  the  last  ten 
years.  In  1900,  out  of  182  births  only  four  deaths  occurred  in  this  class,  and  I consider  1 in 
10  a high  proportion  of  deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  was  108,  giving  a ratio  per  1,000  of  13‘8,  which 
is  exactly  the  same  as  the  mean  mortality  for  the  last  ten  years  ; during  three  of  these  years 
there  were  only  94  deaths,  with  a mortality  of  about  11  per  1,000  ; but  there  are  so  many  old 
people  in  these  villages  that  I doubt  whether  the  mortality  will  be  less  than  at  present. 

Table  II.  shows  the  births  and  deaths  in  the  above  three  classes  that  have  occurred  in 
the  whole  district  compared  with  these  separately  for  the  two  sub-divisions  and  also  the 
Workhouse.  As  regards  the  Workhouse,  there  are  now  70  inmates,  but  13  men  and  2 women 
are  boarded  out  here  by  the  Northampton  Board  of  Guardians,  so  that  only  55  are  really  what 
is  known  as  residents  of  the  district.  The  two  sub-divisions  have  only  been  amalgamated  three 
years,  there  being  formerly  three  sub-divisions,  so  that  a comparison  between  them  is  not  very 
easy.  The  number  of  births  in  the  Hardingstone  sub-district  is  slightly  above  the  average, 
so  that  the  falling  off  is  in  the  Bratield  sub-district,  where  there  were  only  61  births  against 
an  average  of  76-8  for  the  last  ten  years.  The  same  thing  occurs  in  the  case  of  deaths  from 
all  ages,  those  in  the  Hardingstone  sub-district  being  just  the  average,  whilst  there  were 
only  38  in  the  Brafield  sub-district  against  an  average  of  46-2  for  the  ten  years.  In  both 
cases  the  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  were  the  average  for  the  ten  years. 

Table  III.  shows  the  number  of  infectious  cases  notified  during  the  year.  There  was  a 
total  of  40  cases,  but  most  of  these  were  cases  of  chicken  pox  which  have  only  lately  been 
notified  here  and  which  are  not  notified  in  other  districts,  so  that  really  if  we  exclude  these 
only  14  cases  of  the  chief  infectious  diseases  were  notified.  This  is  nearly  the  same  as  in  the 
preceding  year  and  considerably  lower  than  in  most  years  as  seen  by  the  following  Table  : — 


1900  

1904  

1901  

57  „ 

1905  

52  „ 

1902  

47  „ 

1906  

15  „ 

1903  

7 „ 

1907  

14  „ 

Out  of  these  14  cases  no  less  than  10  were  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  and  unfortunately  it  was  of  a 
very  severe  type,  no  less  than  tour  of  the  cases  proving  fatal.  Of  the  fatal  cases,  one  occurred 
at  Horton  Railway  Station  in  the  family  of  the  Station  Master,  and  she  only  lived  a few  days, 
so  that  the  type  must  have  been  of  a serious  character  ; and  another  happened  in  a case  from 
Yardley  Hastings.  The  other  two  deaths  were  very  distressing — two  children  at  Little 
Houghton  contracted  the  disease,  and  at  the  mother's  express  request  she  was  allowed  to  go 
with  them  into  the  Hospital  to  nurse  them  as  they  were  very  young.  The  eldest  boy  had  a 
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very  bad  throat,  and  though  he  lived  for  some  time  his  kidneys  became  affected,  and  he  suc- 
cumbed to  the  disease.  His  mother  caught  the  disease  from  him  and  she  also  died  of  it  within 
a few  days  of  her  son.  Eleven  cases  were  therefore  treated  in  our  Hospital,  and  one  case  was 
also  admitted  by  special  request  from  outside  our  district  in  the  Newport  Pagnell  Union.  Two 
cases  from  Wootton  contracted  the  disease  from  some  children  who  came  to  that  village  from 
Birmingham,  and  must  have  been  suffering  previously  from  scarlet  fever,  though  it  could  not 
be  proved  that  they  knowingly  brought  it.  One  other  case  at  Wootton  fell  ill  in  Northampton, 
having  worked  at  the  same  establishment  in  which  two  girls  from  Duston  also  worked  who 
also  had  scarlet  fever. 

Only  one  case  of  enteric  fever  was  notified  and  this  was  from  Milton,  but  the  disease 
was  not  contracted  in  that  village  as  she  had  been  working  at  Pattishall  and  was  brought  home 
ill.  It  was  of  a mild  type  and  she  eventually  recovered. 

Two  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  first  was  a very  mild  case 
at  Wootton  which  quickly  recovered.  The  second  case  occurred  at  Cooknoe  and  took  the 
character  of  membranous  croup  : it  only  lived  one  day  after  the  doctor  first  saw  it,  so  must 
have  been  of  a very  bad  type.  It  happened  at  a Lodge  lying  between  Cooknoe  and  the  station, 
so  that  it  was  difficult  to  trace  its  origin,  but  after  prompt  disinfection  there  was  no  further 
spread. 


Again  there  have  been  a considerable  number  of  cases  of  chicken  pox  notified,  but  it  is 
an  exceedingly  mild  malady  and  there  have  been  no  complications  nor  deaths.  This  is  the 
only  district  in  which  this  disease  is  notified,  anti  I do  not  think  the  expense  contracted  by 
doing  it  brings  any  equivalent  gain.  The  schools  at  Cooknoe  have  been  closed  on  account  of 
an  epidemic  of  this  disease. 

Table  IV.  shows  the  causes  of  and  ages  at  death  during  the  year.  Of  the  deaths  from 
infectious  disease  those  from  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  have  already  been  noted,  and,  in 
addition,  two  deaths  from  whooping  cough  were  registered,  one  in  a child  under  one  year  of 
age.  In  1906  there  were  six  deaths  from  this  complaint.  There  were  no  deaths  from  epidemic 
influenza,  though  in  my  last  Report  I remarked  that  there  were  then  a great  number  of  cases 
and  that  it  seemed  on  the  increase.  Last  year  there  were  five  deaths  from  diarrhoea  or  enteritis, 
but  this  year  there  has  been  only  one  death  under  this  head  and  that  in  a child  under  one  year 
of  age.  Seven  deaths  were  registered  from  tubercular  disease  and  ten  from  cancer,  both  these 
showing  a large  proportion  of  deaths  ; and  the  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs — 
16 — were  also  rather  above  the  average.  There  were  only  seven  deaths  registered  this  year 
from  heart  disease  or  “ heart  failure  ” against  13  in  1906. 

Table  Y.  shows  in  great  detail  the  causes  of  deaths  in  children  who  have  died  under  one 
year  of  age.  Just  half  of  these  were  due  to  premature  birth  or  to  some  congenital  defect 
preventing  any  great  longevity  in  the  child.  The  others,  except  the  two  from  whooping  cough 
and  enteritis  already  noted,  were  due  to  various  causes  and  call  for  no  comment. 

The  water  supplies  at  the  various  villages  in  which  schemes  have  had  to  be  inaugurated 
have  been  working  very  satisfactorily  this  year,  which  may  probably  be  accounted  for  by  the 
wet  season.  Should  dry  seasons  again  set  in  we  cannot  hope  for  things  to  work  so  smoothly, 
as  several  villages,  notably  Great  and  Little  Houghton,  have  several  times  run  very  short  under 
such  circumstances. 

No  complaint  also  has  been  received  of  the  various  sewage  farms  and  filtering  tanks 
throughout  the  district  during  the  year.  All  have  worked  smoothly  in  spite  of  the  wet 
weather.  The  filtering  beds  at  Roade  since  their  renewal  last  year  have  been  much  improved 
and  the  effluent  has  given  rise  to  no  complaint.  The  only  drawback  has  been  in  the  case  of 
the  filter  bed  from  Delapre  Abbey,  which  is  close  to  a much  frequented  footpath  near  the  town. 
This  lies  very  low  and  there  may  be  considerable  difficulty  in  efficiently  di-aining  it,  but  the 
Abbey  is  now  unoccupied,  so  at  present  there  are  no  means  of  thoroughly  testing  it. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  regularly  inspected  and  are  much  cleaner  and  better 
ventilated  than  formerly.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  Act,  as  the  proprietors  are 


always  quite  willing  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  made  to  them.  Whilst  the  sheds  and  dairies 
are  particularly  clean,  the  yards  in  some  cases  do  not  seem  to  me  quite  up  to  the  same  ideal, 
and  if  the  cows  are  treading  in  a large  quantity  of  manure,  the  udders  are  apt  to  get  very 

filthy. 


There  are  only  two  factories  in  the  district  : one  a shoe  factory  at  Cooknoe  ; the  other 
a fellmongering  factory  in  Hardingstone  Parish.  The  latter  has  at  times  caused  us  some 
trouble,  hut  latterly  improvements  have  been  carried  out  there  and  the  smell  is  not  nearly  so 
objectionable.  There  was  also  a good  deal  of  pollution  of  the  river  from  this  source,  but  fresh 
drainage  arrangements  and  filtering  tanks  have  been  constructed  and  this  also  has  been 
obviated.  A list  of  the  registered  Avorkshops  is  appended  ; they  are  on  a very  limited  scale 
and  regularly  inspected.  The  bakehouses  are  clean  and  regularly  whitewashed.  There  are 
no  underground  bakehouses. 

Mr.  Abbott,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  been  obliged  to  resign  the  office  he  has  held 
Avith  so  much  credit  for  many  years  ; he  has  been  so  intimately  connected  Avith  all  the  details 
of  the  work  for  so  long  that  of  course  he  is  much  missed.  Mr.  Douglas  has  been  appointed 
in  his  place  and  is  gradually  getting  accustomed  to  the  work. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  H.  PERCIVAL,  M.B., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


